Hysterosalpingography, pre- and postoperative laparoscopy in operative treatment of infertility.
The benefit of routine hysterosalpingography (HSG) and pre- and postoperative laparoscopy in diagnosing and treating anatomical infertility was investigated in 115 women. The findings at HSG and laparoscopy were compared with the diagnoses obtained by laparotomy. Laparoscopy was significantly better than HSG in detecting adhesions. Both procedures were of equal value in assessing tubal pathology. Although HSG revealed additional findings in 5 per cent of cases, none of these needed operative correction. Postoperative laparoscopy, which was performed in 70 patients, did not affect the incidence of either intra- or extra-uterine pregnancy. It is concluded that all patients should be offered diagnostic laparoscopy. HSG and second-look laparoscopy should not be used routinely.